The arrangement of the pelvic articulations " has a consequence very worthy of notice and much less known, it is that of favouring the regular evolution of the pelvic cavity.
" When under the influence of a malady, before or after birth, one of the sacro-iliac symphises is affected with ankylosis, and in consequence the solution of continuity disappears, the innominate bone, corresponding to this alteration, is flattened at the side of the pelvic cavity; the innominate line, in place of offering the normal curvature which I have described, forms a line almost straight from before backwards, which contrasts with the naturally curved form of the innominate line of the opposite side. This kind of alteration, limited to one of the sides of the pelvis, where one only of the sacro-iliac symphises is ankylosed, is formed symmetrically on both sides when the symphises on both sides are ossified.
" I think that the ossification of the symphises, and the consequent disappearance of the solution of continuity in the points where it existed, and where it deadened any shock, take the greatest part in the deformity under discussion, for a similar cause is followed by similar results in other parts of the skeleton it is thus that the ankylosis of the very slightly moveable articulations of the bones of the skull, and, in particular, of one of the squamous sutures, is followed by a marked flattening of the cranial vault in the part corresponding to the union ; the museum of pathological anatomy of the There are some interesting suggestions in regard to the oblique deformity, with the mention of which I shall close this paper.
The simplest method of transmitting the weight of the trunk to the acetabula, may be conceived to be by two straight beams diverging from the base of the vertebral column to the heads of the femurs.
Such a formation of parts would have been incompatible with some of the functions which nature destined for -the pelvis, and especially with the function of parturition through it. To secure the large and rounded dimensions of the pelvic cavity, nature has adopted the arrangements, which it has been the object of this paper to point out.
An essential element in these arrangements is the presence of the sacro-iliac joints. Were they not present, the large bow-like curve of the side of the pelvis would be always very liable to fracture, from the great forces and sudden shocks often applied to the two ends of the curve (the centre of the sacrum and the acetabulum). This liability to fracture, then, is avoided by the insertion of the two joints. 
